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AP Government
SYLLABUS: ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT

The Advanced Placement course in American Government is designed to give you, the student, a critical perspective on politics and government in the United States. This course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret American politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up the American political reality. Since you are taking a course for AP credit, you will be taking the AP EXAM given in May. The AP Exam includes 60 multiple-choice questions and four essay questions. This is only a one semester course (paired with Honors Economics) and it is very intense, as we have to cover a lot of material in a short time period. We will take a couple of weeks to review for the AP Exam prior to the test date. The test is approximately two and a half hours long, so you'll have to be prepared to be able to understand the questions quickly so you have time to complete your answers.

The course will focus on national government and national politics, relying on the following texts and supplemental reader:

Janda, Kenneth, The Challenge of Democracy, 7th ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2002)

Wilson, James Q., American Government: Institutions and Politics, 5th ed. (Lexington, Massachusetts: D.C. Heath and Co., 1992)

Woll, Peter, ed., American Government Readings and Cases, 11th ed. (New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1993)

Also various handouts will be required. It should be obvious that current issues will play a major part in this course as we analyze American politics using various methods such as oral presentations, issue oriented papers, book and film reviews, research papers, legal briefs, and other activities, which are listed later in the syllabus.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
1. The Study of American Government, The Constitution, Federalism, and American Political Culture

2. Public Opinion, Political Participation, Political Parties

3. Elections, Campaigns, Interest Groups, and The Media

4. Congress

5. The Presidency

6. The Bureaucracy and The Judiciary

7. Policy‑Making Process, Economic Policy, Social Welfare

8. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

9. Foreign Policy, Military Policy, and Environmental Policy

10. Who Governs? To What Ends?

11. State and Local Government

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. Reading: In order for you to be successful in a college level course of this type, it is essential that you maximize your time and complete all reading assignments prior to class discussion. (No cold reading) The readings, as well as lectures/discussions, will figure prominently in quizzes and examinations. The readings will be substantial but, hopefully, not overwhelming.

2. Book Reports: Each of you will write one book report per marking period using the summer reading list posted on this website. Please follow the format as outlined in the reading list. Book reports will be submitted to Turnitin.com to insure originality.
3. Research Papers: Each of you will write one research paper of 5-7 typed pages (excluding Title page, outline, and bibliography). Papers will be completed within the first 18 weeks of the semester. The research papers will constitute two Exam grades. Detailed format and procedure will be provided at a later time.

4. Current Events: Knowledge of contemporary political events is essential for the analytical focus that must be exhibited in research papers and essays. It is highly recommended that you investigate as many of the following as possible:

a. Major newspapers (New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Miami Herald, Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel)

b. Major news magazines (Newsweek, US News and World Report, Time)

c. TV news programs (Meet the Press, Face the Nation, etc.) 

d. C‑SPAN

e. ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN evening news

f. Public Radio

5. Examinations: During the beginning of the semester you will be given mostly Multiple Choice exams. However you may also have tests that call for identifications, short answers, etc. There will also be IN‑CLASS essays. 

6.  Quizzes: You will be evaluated from time to time over assigned reading material. The evaluation will consist of multiple choice quizzes, identifications, short answer, etc. You may or may not be notified in advance of these quizzes.

7. Notebook: You are required to maintain a notebook in which you keep lecture notes, study guides, handouts, notes on reading assignments, answers to questions from the Woll readings, quizzes, tests, etc. In other words, just about everything should be kept in your notebook. This will be invaluable when you study for the AP test in May.
8. Class meets on a seven period sixty minute rotator schedule. Attendance in class is imperative. While assignments can be made up due to excused absences, class participation is invaluable for a learning environment to exist and cannot be made up.
9. Weekly spelling and vocabulary tests will be administered. These will focus on the terminology of government and politics.

Grade Break Down


Unit Tests…………………………………………………30%


Quizzes……………………………………………………20%


Spelling Tests………………………………………….….10%


Class work assignments and Homework……………….…30%


Participation in class………………………………………10%
