Dr. J. Dishowitz


Honors American Government
SYLLABUS: AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HONORS
Honors American Government is a college preparatory class designed to give you, the student, a critical perspective on politics and government in the United States. This course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret American politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up the American political reality.
During this one-semester course (paired with Honors Economics) students will:

1. Learn the historical development of government and the origins of American Government.  They will learn and appreciate the differences democracy and other forms of government.  They will learn and appreciate the value of political efficacy.  They will understand the influence of mass media and social factors that affect viewpoints.  They will learn the functions of the three branches of government.  They will understand and appreciate the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution.

2. Learn how to express themselves in both written answers as well as through a variety of different graphs, tables, charts and political cartoons.

3. Learn how government and society are inextricably connected.

4. Become familiar with the language of government and learn how to identify context clues in both their readings and examinations.

5. Become well prepared to understand the issues of government as well as continue with government on the college level if they so choose.

The course will focus on national government and national politics, relying on the Magruder textbook and various handouts. Most information will be delivered through an interactive lecture-student participation format in addition to homework reading and writing assignments.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

I. Government and the state, forms of government, concepts of democracy. 

II. American political origins, independence, Articles of Confederation, The Constitution.  

III. The Six Principles. 

IV. Federalism.
V. The American Two Party System.
VI. Voting. 
VII. Public opinion, mass media.
VIII. Interest groups, lobbying.
IX. The Congress.  
X. The Presidency.  
XI. The Judiciary, Civil Liberties  and Civil Rights
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. Reading: In order for you to be successful in a college preparatory course of this type, it is essential that you maximize your time and complete all reading assignments prior to class discussion. The readings, as well as lectures/discussions, will figure prominently in quizzes and examinations. 

2. Book Reports: Each of you will write one book report per marking period using the summer reading list posted on this website. Please follow the format as outlined in the reading list. Book reports will be submitted to Turnitin.com to insure originality.
3. Current Events: Knowledge of contemporary political events is essential for the analytical focus that must be exhibited in this class. It is highly recommended that you investigate as many of the following as possible:

a. Major newspapers (New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Miami Herald, Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel)

b. Major news magazines (Newsweek, US News and World Report, Time)

c. TV news programs (Meet the Press, Face the Nation, etc.) 

d. C‑SPAN

e. ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN evening news

f. Public Radio

5. Unit Tests: During the beginning of the semester you will be given mostly Multiple Choice exams. However you may also have tests that call for identifications, short answers, etc. There will also be IN‑CLASS essays. All Unit Tests will be open notebook format.
6.  Quizzes: You will be evaluated from time to time over assigned reading material. The evaluation will consist of multiple choice quizzes, identifications, short answer, etc. You may or may not be notified in advance of these quizzes.

7. Notebook: You are required to maintain a notebook in which you keep lecture notes, study guides, handouts, and vocabulary, In other words, just about everything should be kept in your notebook. This will be invaluable when you study for Unit Tests.
8. Class meets on a seven period sixty minute rotator schedule. Attendance in class is imperative. While assignments can be made up due to excused absences, class participation is invaluable for a learning environment to exist and cannot be made up.

9. Weekly spelling and vocabulary tests will be administered. These will focus on the terminology of government and politics.

Grade Break Down


Unit Tests…………………………………………………30%


Quizzes……………………………………………………20%


Spelling Tests………………………………………….….10%


Class work assignments and Homework……………….…30%


Participation in class………………………………………10%
