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AP/ Hon.  Government
BOOK REPORTS
Each marking period students must read one book from the list below and complete a book report using the following rubric. Check to see if the book is available in a library before buying it.
GRADING RUBRIC

Each typed, double spaced book report should be approximately 500 words in length and should include the following:

1. A basic bibliographical citation- author, title, place and date of publication.

2. A brief identification of the author(s) which might include answers to the following: When/where born? Where/how educated? Present position?

3. A summary of the book’s contents and a brief description of its general scope and nature; also a brief identification of the book’s major themes, content, and conclusion. Points covered might include:

a) Subject matter

b) Author’s purpose: what is she/he trying to do?

c) Period of time covered?

d) Emphasis?

e) Nature of evidence/proof?

f) Organization?

g) Is the book historical/political/social/economic/biographical?

h) What did the book teach you about how the “game” of politics is played?

4. A critical evaluation which might include:

a) Strengths or weaknesses?

b) Were the sources primary or secondary?

c) Was the book balanced, objective, or biased?

d) Charts/Illustrations?

	Author
	Book 

	Birnbaum, Jeffrey and Alan Murray
	Showdown at Gucci Gulch

	Brady, James
	The Coldest War

	Brock, David
	Blinded by the Right

	Burns and Sorensen
	Dead Center: Clinton-Gore Leadership and the Perils of Moderation

	Cannon, Joe
	Ronald Reagan: The Role of a Lifetime

	Caro, Robert
	Means of Ascent

	Carville, James
	Stickin: The Case for Loyalty

	Carville, James
	We're Right, They're Wrong

	Chapinsky, Brad
	Hats in the Ring

	Dalik, Robert
	Flawed Giant

	Dalik, Robert
	Hail to the Chief

	Dionne, F. J.
	Why Americans Hate Politics

	Drew, Elizabeth
	Whatever It Takes: The Real Struggle for Political Power in America

	Drew, Elizabeth
	The Corruption of American Politics: What Went Wrong and Why

	D'Souza, Dinesh
	Ronald Reagan

	Epps, Garret
	To an Unknown God

	Fowler, Linda and McClure, Robert
	Political Ambition

	Garret, Major
	The 15 Biggest Lies About Politics

	Gergen, David
	Eyewitness to Power

	Greene, Robert
	48 Laws of Power

	Gross, Martin L.
	A Call to Revolution

	Gross, Martin L.
	Government Racket -Washington Waste from A to Z

	Hentoff, Nat
	Free Speech for Me, But Not for Thee

	Horowitz, David
	The Art of Political War

	Irons, Peter
	The Courage of Their Convictions

	Ivins, Molly
	Politics in the Clinton Years

	Jameson, Kathleen
	Everything You Think You Know About Politics and Why You Are Wrong

	Judas, John
	The Paradox of American Democracy

	Kaufman, B.T.
	The Presidency of James Earl Carter

	Klein, Joe
	The Natural; the misunderstood presidency of Bill Clinton

	Klein, Joe
	The Running Mate

	Klein, Joe
	Primary Colors

	Kurtz, Howard
	Spin Cycle

	Lazarus, Edward
	Closed Chambers

	Lewis, Anthony
	Gideon's Trumpet

	Lewis, Charles
	The Buying of the Congress

	Lewis, Charles
	The Buying of the President 2000

	Limbaugh, Rush
	The Way Things Ought to Be

	Loewen, James
	Lies My Teacher Told Me

	Matthews, Chris
	Now Let Me Tell You What I Really Think

	McCarthy, Eugene
	No Fault Politics:Modern Presidents, The Press, and Reformers

	McCarthy, Eugene
	The Political Bestiary

	Moore, Michael
	Stupid White Men…and Other Sorry Excuses for the State of the Nation

	Morris, Dick
	Power Plays

	Morris, Dick
	The New Prince: Macciavelli in the 21st Century

	O'Connor, Edwin
	The Last Hurrah

	O'Neill, Tip
	Man of the House

	O'Neill, Tip
	All Politics is Local

	O'Reilly, Bill
	The O'Reilly Factor

	O'Rourke, P.J.
	Eat the Rich

	Phillips, Kevin
	The Politics of Rich and Poor

	Phillips, Kevin
	The Cousin's Wars; Religion, Politics and the Triumph of Anglo-America

	Press, Bill
	Spin This

	Putnam, Robert
	Bowling Alone

	Radcliffe, Donnie
	Hillary Rodham Clinton: A First Lady for our Time

	Raskin, Dr. Jamin
	We the Students

	Schoenfeld, Reese
	Me and Ted Against the World

	Schroeder, Pat
	24 Years of House Work and the Place is Still a Mess (My Life in Politics)

	Shenkman, Richard
	Presidential Ambition: How the presidents gained power, kept power, and got things done

	Sinclair, Upton
	The Jungle

	Smith, Hedrick
	The Power Game

	Stephanopolous, George
	All Too Human

	Thomas, Helen
	Thank You for the Memories Mr. President

	Thomas, Helen
	Front Row at the White House

	Thomas, Sue
	How Women Legislate

	Weisberg, Jacob
	In Defense of Government: The Fall and Rise of Public Trust

	Will, George F.
	The Woven Figure: Conservatism and America's Fabric

	Woodward, Bob
	Shadow

	Woodward, Bob
	In Our Defense


